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The Annual General Meeting took place on Thursday 25th November and was well attended. The following were elected: -

President

Peter Grunwell

Vice Presidents

Ken Gutteridge



Bill Rhodes




Trevor Fillingham




Freda Lunt

Commodore

Caroline O’Brien
Vice commodore           Rob Tyler
Rear Commodore          David Greenall
General Committee

             Caroline O’Brien           Chairman

Rob Tyler

Hon. Secretary

Malcolm Armstrong
Hon. Treasurer

Ray Lewis



Freda Lunt

Trevor Fillingham

Dave Greenall
Ken Gutteridge

Stan Barton                  
David Greenall
Dave Metcalf  
Subsequent to the AGM, Ray Lewis has been co-opted on to the General Committee

At the December meeting of the General Committee the following appointments were made

    Training Centre Principal          Trevor Fillingham

    Chief Instructor Sailing              Derek Lee

    Chief Instructor Powerboat        Derek Lee

    Hon Sailing Sec                          Ray Lewis

    Hon. Membership Sec                Stan Barton


Bill Rhodes, after 49 years as Hon sailing Secretary has, for personal reasons resigned from all committee duties. Bill was appointed Hon. Sailing Secretary in January 1963. His contribution to the club has been immense and he has been supported for a large part of the time by his wife, Diane. To mark this milestone and in recognition of his contribution, the AGM was a fitting occasion to present Bill with a momento. Diane was presented with a bouquet of flowers.

We wish them both well for the future.

.
Congatulations to Richard Critchley on becoming the Enterprise North West champion and to runner up Steve Blackburn. To obtain these awards requires a great degree of commitment and dedication to attend the events held at other clubs in the north West region during the summer months and of course the qualities of a good sailor required to win the races.


Well done !  
The adult Christmas Party on Saturday 17th December attracted over 50 members and friends. St. Helens youth band provided excellent entertainment with a selection of well known carols, followed by refreshments. Entertainment for the second part of the evening was provided by Cliff Waine with seasonal testing quiz.A good time was had by all. Thanks to Cliff and also to the ladies for providing the refreshments.
The Children’s Christmas party took place on Sunday 18th December at 2-00pm and a great time was had by all, Mums and Dads alike. The highlight of the afternoon was the arrival of Santa who was brought down the lake in the safety boat decorated in Christmas lights. Derek Lee took on the role of Coxswain for this special occasion. Santa arrived at the jetty on schedule and distributed his presents to all the children before his onward journey to Lapland.

Thanks to everyone who contributed to making the event a success.

Pilkington sailing Club Monthly Lottery winners

November     1st Prize John Kilshaw                £34

         2nd Prize Freda Lunt                   £17

                     3rd prize  Ray Lewis                    £8-50

December    1st Prize   Alastair Sutcliffe          £34


        2nd Prize Dave Greenall              £17

                     3rd Prize Ann Cotterill                £8-50

Xmas Bonus Prize Stan Barton        
       £34

The lottery raises around £1000 per year for club funds. Thanks to all who support the lottery. Anyone wishing to join in the fun please ask for details or visit our website.

Minimum subscription is £1 per week paid by direct Debit at the rate of £13 every 3 months
Winter sailing has been disrupted in recent weeks with strong winds. Hopefully the coming weeks will enable sailing to continue normally. The adjustment to the start time of the first race from 13-30 to 12-30 has proved to be very popular.

Looking back.  2011 has been another eventful year for the club. Our Beginners Course attracted over 30 people, repeating the pattern of recent years,  raising around £6000.  For the second year in succession,  three boats were entered in the West Lancs yacht Club 24 hour race. 
Rainhill High school training weekends were once again successful as was the taster session for over 80 pupils of  Bleakhill school and Nutgrove schools. 


Southport sailing club junior 12 hour race saw many new faces from our junior membership taking to the water. Much experience was gained by those taking part for the first time and we hope the foundations for future success are now in place.
The 2012 12 hour race will take place on 30th June

Jetty timbers were replaced with synthetic wood and a new non slip surface to replace the old timber one.
Club and coach conference was held on Sunday 4th December at the Anderton centre near Chorley. Trevor Fillingham was the PSC representative along with 60 other representatives from local sailing clubs. Part of the discussions revolved around recruiting and retaining newcomers to sailing.

PSC is well placed and probably a leader in the region, providing opportunity for newcomers to sailing. Club boats is one of the main ingredients (PSC has 42) along with leisurely sailing as an alternative to racing and the strategy of allowing subscriptions to cover the start of the following year.
Onboard Club of the year
The ‘Onboard’ scheme operated by the Royal Yachting association is aimed at providing an opportunity for young people to take part in the sport of sailing.

The contribution by PSC has been significant.
The Merseyside and Cheshire Annual Onboard 2011 review conference was hosted by Pilkington SC on 17th November with representatives from Pilkington SC, West Lancashire YC, West Kirby SC, SYSCA and Crosby Lakeside Adventure Centre  The day included sharing of Onboard experiences and what has worked well at each of the clubs.  Cottams provided their normal high quality hotpot for lunch which was enjoyed by all.  The afternoon ended with volunteer awards and the Merseyside and Cheshire Onboard Club of the year 2011.  Pilkington SC proposed three volunteers for awards – Dave Greenall, Robert Dickinson and Russell Dickinson – and all were recognised for their contribution and received certificates/prizes.  The Club of the Year award was also won by Pilkington SC in recognition of their consistency over the last three years and the excellent work done within the community linking with local schools and charities The venue for the 2012 Onboard regatta is Crosby Sailing Club
Christmas Tree has been provided by John Porter and required to be cut down to size to facilitate its accommodation in the clubhouse. A big thanks to John. 

Christmas decorations including the Christmas tree, as always, have been tastefully done by Trevor Fillingham, Geoff Rusk, Andrew Melding and Ken Gutteridge. 
Club Wants -  
 Computer – tower or laptop with or without hard drive – required as back-up for race starting system.
Following the advert for a cooker, Harry Carlson who joined our beginner’s course this year has kindly responded with the donation of a cooker which will satisfy our needs for the foreseeable future.
Louise Speakman has donated four plastic stackable garden chairs

Membership subscriptions become due in April and must be paid before the end of May to avoid late payment penalty.


All existing members will receive membership renewal notices during April.
Beginners’ Course 2012   will commence with the usual ‘Introductory Evening’ in early April. Like the past few years, there is already  much interest. Those wishing to participate should  register as soon as possible to avoid disappointment even if fees are paid later. All interested should ensure their names are registered with Trevor Fillingham as soon as possible 
For Sale 

Enterprise E12766 (wood) £650 inc launch trolley and road trailer, contact Trevor Fillingham tel 01744 20352
Enterprise E21316 ( wood ) £1250 combi launch trolley /road trailer Trevor Fillingham tel 01744 20352

Enterprise  E22149,(wood) £1500 road trailer and launch trolley. 2 suits sails, excellent condition further details Barry West
Dates for your diary   

Monday 9th January 7-30 pm Forum – sailing discussion in the clubhouse.
Annual Dinner and Trophy presentation. A date has yet to be fixed for the however, as in recent years the event is expected to take place in early  March.


An alternative venue to the clubhouse is currently under investigation. 
Will all members currently in possession of trophies please return them to the clubhouse during early February so engraving can be done ready for presentation at the annual dinner.    
Sad news Joan Liptrot (nee Thorpe) founder member of Pilkington Sailing Club passed away on 24th November. Joan along with her husband Fred were very active members in the early years of the club.  For a number of years Fred  was Hon Sec
Newsletter Editor Trevor Fillingham

email trevorfillingham@tiscali.co.uk tel 01744 20352
For more up to date information on events and news visit the club website






