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The Annual Dinner was held on 12th March. We were privileged with the presence of Flag Officers from West Lancs Yacht club, Southport Sailing Club, Liverpool S.C. and for the first time Crosby S.C.


Thanks to all who supported the event and as always to the ladies for providing an excellent dinner Last but not least, to Cliff Waine for an entertaining quiz.

Sunday sailing has seen some of the best attendances ever witnessed in recent years. After the worst winter in many years the unseasonal prolonged good weather has tempted many sailors to start early in the season with numbers racing well into double figures on most weekends enjoying almost perfect sailing conditions.

Subscriptions are now due and you will soon receive you membership renewal invitation. Please note that subscription’s paid before May 31st allows deduction of the £25-00 administration fee. Membership cards will be issued in due course

Beginner’s Course introductory chat evening will take place on Wednesday 4th May at 7-30 with the course commencing on the water Wed/Thur 11th/12th May


Anyone willing to help is most welcome. Much help is needed in the early weeks of the course whether helping with instruction on the water or simply helping with shore activities such as storing boats or even making tea/coffee.

Experienced sailors are reminded; Wednesday and Thursday evenings are primarily for beginners. It is important to keep well clear of beginner’s and give them plenty time when required, to alter course or complete their manoeuvre. Beginner’s usually become a little worried when other boats pass too close.

Our own Enterprise   open meeting takes place on SUNDAY 22nd May, the first race will start at 11-00 AM followed by 2 races in the afternoon. Refreshments for competitor’s and spectators will be provided by our team of ladies. Sailors from other clubs along with some of our own members will be competing for the Pilkington Cup Members are reminded; the water is closed on this day to everyone except those entering the event.

Sailing Instructions including the season’s program of events and Race Officer/ Safety boat duties should have been received by everyone. It is vitally important members check the dates allocated to them for Race Officer and Safety boat duties. Anyone who cannot fulfil their duties on the date allocated should contact Sailing secretary Bill Rhodes 0151 546 5826 as soon as possible to arrange alternative dates or visit the website and change via the “Dutyman” facility. 

RYA Annual conference of Instructors/ trainers was held on Saturday 19th March at Hollingworth   Lake Sailing Club near Rochdale.


The event was attended by 100 delegates from RYA training centres around the region including Derek Lee, Malcolm Armstrong, Ray Lewis and Trevor Fillingham from Pilkington S.C. 


After talks during the morning, everyone participated in activities on the water which included some race training and the chance to sail many types of other sailing dinghies plus the chance to enhance Powerboat skills.

Boat maintenance has been carried out during the winter on club enterprise E20306 by Rob Tyler. Rob kindly took the boat home and has spent most of the winter painting and varnishing. A big thank you to Rob for his effort

Russell Dickinson is renovating a club Enterprise under the watchful eye of dad Robert and numerous other tasks around the compound and boathouse.

Safetyboat Maintenance has been carried out by Alan Boardman and Robert Dickinson The rib was found to have a crack in the GRP hull and this has now been repaired by Alan. Derek Lee has ensured all boats are equipped with all the necessary safety equipment including 2 way radios. 


The Rib is now beginning to show its age and its clear a new boat will have to be purchased probably within 2 years.

Starting system software is continuing to be upgraded by Andrew Riley. The club embarked on a computerised starting system around 4 years ago and we are now benefiting from a near perfect system.


A changeover system from computer to the old system has now been installed to enable the old system to be used without having to change plugs around. Using the old system should only be necessary in the event of a computer failure. Changing from one system to the other is accomplished by the operation of one switch.

Pilkington sailing Club Monthly Lottery winners


March    1st Prize Caroline O’Brien      £34

               2nd Prize John Shuttleworth    £17

                             3rd prize  Marion Critchley     £8-50

                   April   1st Prize   Bill Rhodes          £34


                2nd Prize Stan Barton           £17

                              3rd Prize Dave Greenall      £8-50

The lottery raises around £1000 per year for club funds. Thanks to all who support the lottery. Anyone wishing to join in the fun please ask for details or visit our website.

Minimum subscription is £1 per week paid by direct Debit at the rate of £13every 3 months

Junior 12 hour race Sat. 25th June Southport Sailing Club. The event takes place on the Marine Lake at Southport Sailing Club, starting at 8-0AM and finishing at 8-0 PM. In past years this event has provided interest and entertainment for all the family so why not make a day of it and support our youngster’s. We will soon be looking for juniors who want to participate and hopefully arrange some training sessions.

Onboard Regatta – 2rd July will take place at Eccleston mere. Thanks to the efforts of Caroline O’Brien PSC are privileged to be hosting the event this year.

  This is an opportunity for our junior sailors to meet other junior sailors from across Merseyside and Cheshire.  The day will be a fun-filled day with plenty of time to sail with RYA Coach Luke Shaw on hand to give expert advice. 

Tuesday evening Refresher course commences Tuesday 3rd May. Your present membership will cover you until the end of May. Sailing after the end of May will require membership renewal.

Round Table Charity event will take place on Wednesday evening 6th July. BBQ sailing and fun time for all the family. All proceeds to the Cancer Care unit at Whiston hospital, which Freda Lunt has mentored for many years.

Please note the beginner’s course will be cancelled for this one evening

A number of our sailors have been successful at events hosted by other clubs

West Lancs Yacht Club recently hosted the Southport Town cup on the Marine Lake. PSC were successfully represented by overall winner Edd Thomas sailing his Phantom with Steve Hunt finishing in 3rd place in his Solo followed by Steve Blackburn ( Enterprise) taking 4th place.

Carsington  Sailing Club Phantom class open meeting was attended by Edd Thomas who once again was the overall winner.

Winsford Sailing club staged their annual Enterprise open meeting in early April. Richard Critchley (PSC) crewed by Izzy Sowley finished 2nd overall

The above results indicate the present high standard of competitive sailing, which PSC is able to show both at other sailing clubs and at Eccleston Mere. The club can be rightly proud of its contribution to the sport of sailing in our region.

Well done to all !
A number of club boats are for sale. All require renovation to a varying degree. 

If you are interested, contact Trevor Fillingham

Sadly, we report, the death of Sam Bagley age 90 on 27th March. Sam was a founder member of the club back in 1957. He was a Vice president and for many years was Hon. Sailing Secretary followed by a long term as club Chairman.

However Sam will probably be most remembered for his contribution as beginners Course chief instructor for over 20 years during which scores of members both young and old learned to sail. Sam was instrumental in establishing the St.Helens Schools sailing association in 1968 and for the training of around 12 teachers to enable sailing to be part of the schools sports program. 12 schools subsequenty obtained boats and enjoyed sailing on Eccleston Mere for many years and although a decline in recent years Rainhill High School still use our facilities.

 Sailing's Premier League . . .
200 Olympic-class sailors compete annually on West Kirby’s marine amphitheatre in one of the World’s favourite events for three days. Starting at 1-0pm on Friday 6th May through Saturday & Sunday

Outstanding boat handling top-level race tactics, easy to follow short exciting (8-10Mminute) races, continuous sailing, colour co-ordinated boats, excellent viewing areas.
Well worth a visit if you have the time.

Mel Stafford and John Dean have announced their retirement from sailing Both Mel and John whilst not keen racing enthusiasts always enjoyed the more leisurely aspect of sailing and were frequent participants of Tuesday evening sailing and were supportive of the club social activities.

 We wish them both well in their other recreational interests of Golf and classic cars.


As a gesture of goodwill, Mel and John have donated their Enterprise to the club E18180) which is much appreciated

Congratulations to Edd and Diane Thomas on the their new arrival

For Sale
Enterprise E19658 Avacraft built, wood, road trailer and launch trolley. 2 suits sails, further details     Stan Barton tel 01744 737117

Enterprise E22167 Ovington built, wood, top and bottom covers, combi galvanised trailer/trolley.

£950, all offers considered. The boat can be viewed at the club. Further details from Bill Wilcox on behalf of Mike Yates tel 01744 612682

Enterprise E20925Wood good condition, combi trolley/trailer Further details Andrew Smith mobile 07801 648 976
All the race results and much more information can be obtained by visiting our website

Drysuit, hardly used with buoyancy aid £60 ono bargain contact Mel Stafford tel 01925 225410

 Dates for your Diary

Tuesday evening refresher course starts 3rd May

PSC Enterprise open meeting Sunday day 22nd May first    race starting at 11-00am

Southport Junior 12 hour race Sat 25th June

RYA Onboard Regatta (juniors) Saturday 2nd July

Round table charity event Wednesday 6th July

Finally, will members who during the summer months take chairs from the clubhouse to use outside please use only the red chairs. It is important to preserve the condition of the brown chairs and they should be restricted to internal use only.

Stop Press 


Please note Racing always takes place on Bank Holiday Mondays with start times exactly as per Sunday

 (first Race 13- 30 hrs)

Club Sweat Shirts and Logo

The club now has the facility to have a Pilkington Sailing Club logo embroidered on sweatshirts or any other garment. Sweatshirts can be provided by members or purchased as part of the package. Further details from Freda Lunt tel 01744 21770. 

Club Ties are available    £10 ea

Lapel badges                     £5 ea

Tea Mugs                         £2 ea.
Newsletter Editor -Trevor Fillingham  01744 20352

Email trevorfillingham@tiscali.co.uk
For all the latest information, visit our website







