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The Annual Dinner held on 6th March was well supported with 60 members and friends attending. We were privileged with the presence of Flag Officers from West Lancs Yacht club, Southport Sailing Club, Blundellsands S.C. and Liverpool S.C.

Thanks to all who supported the event and as always to the ladies for providing the dinner, last but not leas, to Cliff Waine for an entertaining quiz.

A special thanks to visiting Liverpool Sailing Club Commodore Tom Workman for his impromptu speech praising PSC for the big contribution to the north west in terms of the number of people who, over the years, have been given the chance of learning to sail through the beginners courses.

Rainhill High School sailing course  took place in almost perfect conditions over 2 weekends in April. 15 Students participated.
Luke Shaw (RYA coach North West Region) helped us to securet a £1000 grant from ‘Sports Unlimited’ via St Helens Council.  This enabled us to reduce the cost paid by the students to £50 each which included junior membership for one year and also provided the club with money to enable us to buy equipment – Topper, (£500) and 2 topper trolleys.

Congratulations to Amy Griffiths, Eleanor Birch, Lauren Craven, Rebecca Oldfield, Richard Hughes, Oliver Graham, Bradley Cosgrove, Dominic Makepiece, Gemma Brown, Jack Burton, Matthew Barrow, Daniel Foote, Liam Croft, Robert McMahon, Daniel Jones.
 All students were awarded RYA Youth Sailing Scheme Stage 2 certificates along with a polo shirt as a memento of the course.

Many thanks to all who made the course a success, especially to the mums and dads.  

Subscriptions are now due and you will soon receive you membership renewal invitation. Please note that subscription’s paid before May 31st allows deduction of the £25-00 administration fee. Membership cards will be issued in due course
Beginner’s Course started on Thursday 29thh April with a chat evening and RYA film for beginners. With over 60 people signed up for the courses including 22 members from Age Concern. This year due to the high demand for people wanting to learn to sail, 2 courses are being run, one on Wednesday evening and one on Thursday evening. Both courses will run until mid September.


 Unfortunately we  have had to close the course to further applicants. A waiting list has been established and we will try to accommodate from the waiting list if circumstances permit. Those successful in completing the course will be awarded The Royal Yachting Association level 1 or level 2 sailing  certificate.


Experienced sailors are reminded; Wednesday and Thursday evenings are primarily for beginners. It is important to keep well clear of beginner’s and give them plenty time when required, to alter course or complete their manoeuvre. Beginner’s usually become a little worried when other boats pass too close.

Our own Enterprise   open meeting takes place on Saturday 15th May, the first race will start at 11-00 AM followed by 2 races in the afternoon. Refreshments for competitor’s and spectators will be provided by our team of ladies. Sailors from other clubs along with some of our own members will be competing for the Pilkington Cup Members are reminded; the water is closed on this day to everyone except those entering the event.
Sailing Instructions including the season’s program of events and Race Officer/ Safety boat duties should have been received by everyone. It is vitally important members check the dates allocated to them for Race Officer and Safety boat duties. Anyone who cannot fulfil their duties on the date allocated should contact Sailing secretary Bill Rhodes 0151 546 5826 as soon as possible to arrange alternative dates or visit the website and change via the “Dutyman” facility. 
RYA Annual conference of Instructors/ trainers was held on Saturday 20th March at the Sefton council watersports centre on the Marine Lake at Southport 

The event was attended by 100 delegates from RYA training centres around the region including Derek Lee, Malcolm Armstrong, Ray Lewis and Trevor Fillingham from Pilkington S.C. 


After talks during the morning, everyone participated in activities on the water which included some race training and the chance to sail many types of other sailing dinghies.
Boat maintenance has been carried out during the winter on club enterprise E20306 by Rob Tyler. Rob kindly took the boat home and has spent most of the winter painting and varnishing. A big thank you to Rob for his effort
Safetyboat Maintenance has been carried out by Trevor Fillingham and Alan Boardman, Derek Lee has ensured all boats are equipped with all the necessary safety equipment including 2 way radios

Starting system software is continuing to be upgraded by Andrew Riley. The club embarked on a computerised starting system around 4 years ago and we are now benefiting from a near perfect system.
Results are processed by Ray Lewis and transferred to the website
Safetyboat and First Aid refresher course organised by Derek Lee took place on Saturday 27th March

The course was open only to members holding RYA level 2 Powerboat certificate and first Aid certificate.

Those taking part were
Dougie Greenall, Frank woods, John Darron, John Porter, Robert Dickinson, Keith Rooney Peter Cotterill, Bramwell Appleton.
The aim of the course was to ensure everyone was reminded of the important aspects of carrying out safetyboat duty in readiness for the beginner’s course and revision of First Aid knowledge.

Thanks to all who took part and to Derek Lee for organisation.
A number of our Enterprise sailors have attended racing events at other clubs, the most recent event being the Enterprise Inland championship at Northampton Sailing club attended by Richard Critchley/ crew Rob Lea 
Talk Evenings have been a success during the winter months. Now we have the longer nights and evening sailing the talk nights and the junior activity nights have stopped and will re-commence in the autumn.  Many thanks to all who attended and those who presented.  Any ideas for future talks and activities are welcome.  Please forward any to Caroline on carolineanncox@aol.com.
Pilkington sailing Club Monthly Lottery winners


March    1st Prize Marion Critchley £34

               2nd Prize John Porter          £17
                             3rd prize  Edd Rees              £8-50


April       1st Prize   Barbara Forster  £34


                2nd Prize Ray Lewis            £17

                              3rd Prize Hazel Rusk           £8-50
The lottery raises around £1000 per year for club funds. Thanks to all who support the lottery. Anyone wishing to join in the fun please ask for details or visit our website.
Minimum subscription is £1 per week paid by direct Debit at the rate of £1 3every 3 months
Dates For Your Diary

Junior 12 hour race Sat. 26th June Southport Sailing Club. The event takes place on the Marine Lake at Southport Sailing Club, starting at 8-0AM and finishing at 8-0 PM. In past years this event has provided interest and entertainment for all the family so why not make a day of it and support our youngster’s. We will soon be looking juniors who want to participate and hopefully arrange some training sessions.
OnBoard Festival – 3rd July @ West Kirby SC.  This is an opportunity for our junior sailors to meet other junior sailors from across Merseyside and Cheshire.  The day will be a fun-filled day with plenty of time to sail, and things like treasure hunts, relay races, and fleet races.  Plus the chance to sail some different boats.  We would like to take a group to this event, please contact Caroline if you are interested – carolineanncox@aol.com

Tuesday evening Refresher course commences Tuesday 4th May. Your present membership will cover you until the end of May. Sailing after the end of May will require membership renewal.
Round Table Charity event will take place on Wednesday evening 7th July BBQ sailing and fun time for all the family. All proceeds to the Cancer Care unit at Whiston hospital which Freda Lunt has mentored for many years.
Please note the beginner’s course will be cancelled for this one evening
Power Boat training sessions are proving to be difficult to fit in with present commitments but it is hoped sessions will commence in the next few weeks., 

A number of club boats are for sale. All require renovation to a varying degree. 

If you are interested, contact Trevor Fillingham
Security.  Last Members leaving the changing rooms are asked to ensure the changing room doors are closed and locked. There have been instances recently when the changing rooms have been totally vacated and doors have been left open which allows ‘would be’ intruders to gain easy access. Only members changing should be allowed access. Strangers requiring a toilet facility should be asked to use the toilet in the passage..

Club Sweat Shirts and Logo

The club now has the facility to have a Pilkington Sailing Club logo embroidered on sweat shirts or any other garment. Sweat shirts can be provided by members or purchased as part of the package. Further details from Freda Lunt tel 01744 21770. 
Club Ties are available £10 ea
Lapel badges                 £5 ea
Tea Mugs                       £2 ea
For Sale
Enterprise E21175 Wood Combination Launch trolley and Road trailer

£1250  Trevor Fillingham tel 01744 20352
Behaviour/ manners both on and off the water regrettably are giving cause for concern. Members are reminded of the importance to treat other members with respect and dignity at all times. Understandably, like many sports, competition can lead to unpleasant encounters. Tolerance to others is important and we hope members will observe and comply with the RYA “Racing Charter” which accompanies this newsletter
Stainless Steel standing and running rigging can be supplied at reasonable prices, contact Trevor Fillingham.

Sadly, we report, rather belatedly, the death of Fred Liptrot late last year. Fred was Hon. Sec. during the early years of the club and always found time to visit us whenever a reunion was arranged. Despite living far away, Fred and his wife Joan travelled  from Newcastle to attend  our Golden jubilee dinner  held at Ruskin Drive in 2007.
Finally, will members who during the summer months take chairs from the clubhouse to use outside please use only the red chairs. It is important to preserve the condition of the brown chairs and they should be restricted to internal use only.

Stop Press 

Please note Racing always takes place on Bank Holiday Mondays with start times exactly as per Sunday
 ( first Race 13- 30 hrs)
New Club Wayfarer Sailing Dinghy delivery expected mid to late May
For all the latest information, visit our website. 

Newsletter Editor -Trevor Fillingham  01744 20352
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