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Pilkington Sailing Club Laser (single Hander) Open meeting took place on Saturday 17th July. Attendance from other clubs was disappointing. Graham McWhirter Scammonden S.C. lead for much of the first race. Kay Tickle, Leigh and Lowton S.C was the only lady competitor. Both spectators and sailors enjoyed an excellent day of racing with honours finally going to Richard Critchley of Pilkington Sailing Club. Thanks to Hon Sailing Secretary Bill Rhodes and his team, especially Steve Hunt for setting some interesting courses. 

The Annual 24-hour race organised by West Lancs. Yacht Club will take place at Southport on the Marine Lake on Saturday/Sunday11th & 122h September. The event is attended by around 90 clubs from all over the country. Each club usually enters one boat, usually a GP14 or an Enterprise which must be kept sailing for 24 hours by a number of crews who change over at suitable time intervals in a docking area near the clubhouse.


PSC will be represented this year by three teams which means many more members will have the opportunity to participate. The ‘C’ team is intended to give this year’s beginners the opportunity to sail, albeit in a crewing role.

 The weather can play a major part on who sails at any particular time, although a timetable will be issued, fine-tuning on the day is usually necessary. We will try to ensure all who are interested will have the opportunity of sailing; 

The event is always a great social occasion both for those who actively participate and also for those who turn up to savour the atmosphere and maybe down a pint. The event starts at 12 Noon on Saturday and finishes at 12 Noon on Sunday. Why not pop along and enjoy the occasion, the Pilkington base is normally on the water’s edge near to the WLYC clubhouse.


A big thankyou to Rob Clift for his generosity in making his Enterprise available for use as the additional 3rd boat in this year’s event.

This Years beginner’s course is coming to an end and it seems new records have been achieved with a total of 66 beginners having completed the course The weather has been extremely kind to us this year and only a few evenings have been spoiled with difficult weather conditions.  Thanks to everyone who has helped make the course a success. The obvious enjoyment and enthusiasm shown by the beginners and the sailing ability they have gained demonstrates the effort and commitment contributed by all concerned. Three beginners have already purchased Enterprises with a number of others waiting for the right boat to appear before taking the plunge. Certificates will be issued at a Hotpot evening on Wednesday 22nd September starting at 7-30pm


Certificates will be posted to those unable to attend.

Already we have 22 names on the list for the 2011 course.

 Experienced sailors please note, a number of this year’s beginners intend participating in club racing along with some junior members who, earlier in the year, completed the schools sailing course. As we all know it is a big step from learning to sail to entering the club races. Most of those doing so have yet to become familiar with the racing rules and so it is vital the experienced sailors as well as giving help and guidance also show understanding and tolerance during racing. There are a number who, initially would prefer to crew with experienced sailors. Any experienced sailors in need of a crew please let us know or check before racing if anyone is available to crew.

All beginners, please be reminded, your present fees cover you until May 31st 2011. This means even if you don’t sail in the winter, you can start sailing again in 2011 on the refresher course on Tuesday evenings starting late March.

Pilkington sailing Club Monthly Lottery winners


July        1st Prize Barbara Forster          £34

               2nd Prize Sue Barton                  £17

                             3rd prize  May Latimer                £8-50


August    1st Prize   Stan Barton    
       £34


                2nd Prize Barbara Forster       £17

                              3rd Prize Mike Yates              £8-50

The lottery raises around £1000 per year for club funds. Thanks to all who support the lottery. Anyone wishing to join in the fun please ask for details or visit our website.

Minimum subscription is £1 per week paid by direct Debit at the rate of £13 every 3 months

Dates For Your Diary

Beginner’s catch-up talks

Sept 1st 2nd          faster sailing  -  Richard Critchley

Sept 8th 9th          ropework –        Roger Lancaster

Sept 15th 16th      5 essentials – Derek lee

Sat/Sun 11th 12th September W.L.Y.C. 24 hr race-Southport 

Starting 12 noon Sat to 12 noon Sun

Wednesday Sept 22nd Certificate presentation and Hotpot

Sat 25th September Charity event starting 2-0 pm

 Round Table Annual Charity event took place on Wednesday evening 7th July. Members from the Round Table Organisations of St. Helens, Prescot, Rainford and Liverpool along with Prescot Rotary Club members enjoyed a social evening and some sailing.


 As in recent years Cliff Waine and Ian Hughes provided the BBQ. Money raised by the event is still to be finalised and  is expected to be around £500.  The PSC Tombola raised £150.


The event was attended by the national president of the Round Table Organisation.

   All proceeds will go to the Cancer Care unit at St. Helens hospital ( formerly located at Whiston Hospital ) which Freda Lunt has mentored for many years.

Saturday 25th September will see further effort to raise more funds, again for the Lilac centre when PSC will host its own event. Again fun for all the family, face painting, treasure hunt, tombola and sailors competing for the charity cup. The event commences 2-00pm with tea, coffee and refreshments.

Donation of items for the Tombola will be greatly appreciated. 

Further details from Freda Lunt tel 01744 21770
Security during the recent hot weather has been a problem, youths have been visiting the lake to swim and on some occasions have taken club boats from the compound. Fortunately all boats have been retrieved without damage and where possible have been secured to prevent a re-occurrence. Some members have reported boats being tampered with. Please check your boat frequently and try to ensure all loose items are removed for safe keeping.


Please note, members boats are stored at their own risk, the club cannot accept any liability for theft or damage

   Last Members leaving the changing rooms are asked to ensure the changing room doors are closed and locked. There have been instances recently when the changing rooms have been totally vacated and doors have been left open which allows ‘would be’ intruders to gain easy access. Only members changing should be allowed access. Strangers requiring a toilet facility should be asked to use the toilet in the passage.
All road trailers and launch trolleys should be clearly identified with your name or boat number. Compound space is at a premium and so road trailers should be stored under your boat or tied in a vertical position to the compound fence. We cannot afford the luxury of allocating additional compound space for road trailers.

Compound space is only available to fully paid members of the club. There have been a number of requests from members not expecting to sail this year to simply pay the compound fee without the membership fee to continue keeping their boat in the compound. Whilst the club is sympathetic and will allow some time for boat storage, such boats must eventually be removed from the compound to make space available for new members.
For Sale 

Laser sailing dinghy £750 inc launch trolley and road trailer contact Steve Davies tel 07764 616748

Enterprise E12764 £250 inc launch trolley and road trailer, contact Steve Davies tel 07764 616748

Enterprise E190658 details Stan Barton Tel 01744 737117

Stainless Steel standing and running rigging can be supplied at reasonable prices, contact Trevor Fillingham.

Club Maintenance is done mainly by club members who have the appropriate skills. If you feel you are able and willing to contribute then let us know.


We are trying to generate a list of members who we can call on to carry out the various tasks both in planned maintenance and also deal with emergency situations. If you have skills in the following,

 Accountancy,   IT, Legal expertise,  Electrics, Electronics Joinery, Gas fitting,  Plumbing,  Sewing, Cooking,  Secretarial Boat maintenance  Steel fabrication, entertainment skills for our social functions

Or any other skills you might be useful to the running of our club.

Maybe you own a modest size white van and are willing to transport club equipment from time to time.

Please let us know 

Club Enterprise training fleet has been enhanced with the acquisition of two GRP hulls. Both obtained  at zero cost, one from Budworth Sailing Club and one from West Kirkby Sailing Club.


Both require some TLC and will be equipped with sails, mast, boom etc from our existing stock of spares.

One hull has already been restored, thanks to Alan Boardman and just requires sails and spars to be fitted.

Laser sailors are experiencing some inconvenience as a result of the unauthorised  removal of mast fittings. This is a very frustrating situation since all the laser masts are stored securely in the boathouse and so this activity cannot be attributed to petty intrusion.


One member intending to enjoy a pleasant summer evening of sailing, discovered  items removed from his mast and so was denied the pleasure.


Members are advised to check their boats regularly.

Junior members enjoyed a party evening in early July when team members who competed in the Southport S.C. 12 hour race were each presented with a trophy to mark the occasion. 


Thanks to all who made the evening a success especially all the mums and dads.

Further to a communication from a recent Race officer and after consideration by the General Committee, ALL members taking part in club racing are asked to respect the efforts of Race officers. It is unacceptable and inappropriate for those racing to criticise how the race is conducted especially in terms of the shortening of the course or the selected course for the race.


All Race Officers try to do their best and sometimes if the wind is variable then the task can be difficult enough without the additional harassment of those racing.

Bassenthwaite week was enjoyed by some of our more prominent sailors, Royston Taggart, Mark Dingsdale, Richard Critchley, with Mark Dingsdale doing exceptionally well. 


Ray Lewis and Peter Marsh competed once again in the Menai Straits Swellies race while Stephen Colley and Martin Rusk entered competitions at Bala ansdWindermere.


Thanks to these guys for representing Pilkington Sailing Club

Grants thanks to the efforts of Derek Lee, the club has secured a grant of £500. The money will be used to install a 50” plasma TV which will replace the present screen and projector to deliver presentations.

Congratulations to Edd Thomas and Diane Roberts who tie the knot on Friday 3rd September

Stop Press 

Members intending to sail during the months Nov to mid march must wear either a drysuit or a full length wetsuit. Shortie wetsuits are not acceptable
 

Solo open meeting due to take place on Sat 3rd Oct is now cancelled
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