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	PRESS RELEASE

06 July 2011
WEST KIRBY WINNERS OF 6 HOUR RACE AT PILKINGTON
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Pilkington Sailing Club, St Helens, were the hosts for the Cheshire & Merseyside OnBoard 6 Hour Endurance Festival on Saturday 02 July. The Festival was an interclub six hour sailing competition and fun day, and it attracted several teams from OnBoard clubs across the region. 
The aim of each team was to complete the most number of laps around a square course in the six hours. On a hot day, winds were fickle, and during windless periods the sailors were allowed to paddle their boats, resulting in some pretty tired arms by the end! There were plenty of other activities laid on for those ashore, including a treasure hunt, plus a tug of war, and water polo in boats. Adults also had the chance to try out sailing. 
Winners of the 6 hour race were West Kirby Sailing Club, who completed 31 laps, while Hoylake Wanderers took second, and in third were the SYSCA Suspects (Schools Youth Sailing & Canoeing Association).  
Sponsors Topper kindly provided prizes for the winners, and various other prizes including that for youngest competitor Noah Szabo,8, who said, “I thought an endurance race might be really boring but I’ve had a fantastic day!”
RYA OnBoard Development Officer Luke Shaw said, “Pilkington put on a fantastic welcome for everyone. All the sailors and spectators had a great time and we even had a professional entertainer. I’m sure people will really look forward to the next event at Pilkington.”

Run by the RYA, OnBoard is a grass roots programme which introduces sailing and windsurfing to young people aged 8 to 18, through schools, youth groups and training centres. 
Over a ten year period OnBoard aims to introduce a minimum of 500,000 children to sailing and windsurfing in the UK, converting over 10% of them into regular participants. So far it’s nicely on track.

For more information about how to get involved in sailing visit the RYA’s website www.rya.org.uk or the OnBoard website www.ruob.co.uk
-ends-

Picture attached: All competitors celebrate a fun event. Alternative on water pictures available on request.

For further media information contact:
Alan Henderson
  RYA Regional Communicator
Tel: 01292 281383
Email: alanhe@tiscali.co.uk
 www.rya.org.uk 
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Notes to Editors:
About OnBoard
· Started in 2004, the OnBoard programme is giving over half a million young people in Britain the opportunity to try sailing and windsurfing over ten years.

· To date over 280,000 OnBoard beginner sessions have been run across the country, with over 14,000 young people taking up sailing or windsurfing on a regular basis.  There are over 210 OnBoard Clubs and Centres, with several more due to join the programme during 2011.  Together the partnership will increase interest and involvement in sailing and get young people out on the water whilst retaining upwards of 10% to become long term participants of the sport.

· Special thanks go to all the OnBoard supporters and suppliers: Sport England, Henri-Lloyd, LaserPerformance, Harken, RS Sailing, Topper and Bic Sport.  Your support is greatly appreciated.

About the RYA
· The RYA is the national body for all forms of recreational, competitive and professional boating. It represents dinghy and yacht racing, motor and sail cruising, RIBs and sports boats, powerboat racing, windsurfing, inland cruising and personal watercraft.

· The RYA is recognised by all government offices as being the negotiating body for the activities it represents. It continually fights for the rights and freedoms of its 100,000 personal members, the majority of whom choose to go afloat for purely recreational non-competitive pleasure on coastal and inland waters. There are an estimated further 500,000 boat owners nationally who are members of RYA affiliated clubs and class associations.

· The RYA also sets and maintains a recognised standard for recreational boat training through a network of 2,340 RYA Recognised Training Centres in over 43 countries. On average 155,000 people per year complete RYA training courses.

· The RYA is committed to promoting all forms of boating and making them accessible to everyone. For more information please refer to our web site www.rya.org.uk
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